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1(A): Understanding the exam options

PAPER (MAY 6)

● Same format as 2019 exam

● 55 Multiple Choice Questions

● 3 SAQs: #1 two secondary sources,  #2 primary 
source, #3/#4 no stimulus

● 1 DBQ

● 1 LEQ

● Only given at school sites

DIGITAL (MAY 19, JUNE 2)

● Taken on PC, Mac, or Chromebook

● 55 Multiple Choice Questions

● 3 SAQs: #1 primary source, #2 map source, #3 
primary source image

● 1 DBQ

● 2 SAQs: #4 data set, #5 secondary source

● Can take at school or at home
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1(B): Weighing the AP Exam Options

Dates: school calendar, 
time for review

Technology access   
and proficiency

Student comfort and 
habit

LEQ vs. additional, 
specific SAQs



2(A): Leverage what you already have

Instructional 
Strategies

College
Board

Online 
Videos/Sites

Textbook/
Doc Reader



2(B) #1 SAQ Textual Primary Source (FOAN, P. 807)

a. Briefly describe ONE element of the broader context surrounding the creation of this source.
b. Briefly explain how ONE change in the US economy caused the content in this source.
c. Briefly explain ONE economic change that resulted from the content described in this source.



2(C): #2 SAQ with Map (FOAN, P. 801-E)

2. Using the three maps, answer (a), (b), and (c).
a. Briefly explain ONE specific historical event or development that accounts for the change 
depicted in the maps.
b. Briefly explain ANOTHER specific historical event or development that accounts for the change 
depicted in the maps.
c. Briefly explain ONE specific historical effect of the change depicted in the maps.

1964 Presidential Election Map 1968 Presidential Election Map 1972 Presidential Election Map



2(D): #3 SAQ Primary Source Image (FOAN, P. 825)



2(E): #4 SAQ Data Set (FOAN, P. 832)



2(F): #5 SAQ Secondary Source (FOAN, P. 832)



3(A): Preparing for the 2021 Test

The Language of Short Answer Questions Marshalling Resources



3(B): The Language of Short Answer Questions
(Primary Sources)

a. Describe “context”
b. Explain cause
c. Explain effect

a. Describe POV
b. Explain how development caused…
c. Explain how development resulted…

a. Describe claim
b. Describe evidence
c. Explain cause or effect



3(C): The Language of Short Answer Questions
(Secondary Sources)

a. Describe similarity/difference
b. Explain how event/process explains claim
c. Explain how event/process explains claim

a. Describe context for map
b. Explain cause
c. Explain effect

a. Explain context for data
b. Explain cause
c. Explain effect



3(D): Fabric of a Nation AP Exam Review Helps

CONTENT REVIEW

● Unit Summaries and Thematic Foci

● Module Learning Targets / Questions

● Key Terms Glossary

● Learning Curve Adaptive Quizzes

● Online Flashcards, Map Quizzes, etc.

SKILL PRACTICE

● Writing/Thinking Historically Pedagogy

● End of Unit AP Questions (all types)

● Complete AP Practice Exam

● Large AP Test Bank (1 full practice test per time 
period, annotated key)



3(E) Marshalling Resources for Review

Instructional 
Strategies

College
Board

Online 
Videos/Sites

Textbook/
Doc Reader

How are you preparing your students for the exam this year?



Q&A

Question and Answer Time



Jason 
jstacy@siue.edu
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THANK YOU!


